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training and technical assistance to support
such clinics and programs.’’

On page 375, line 22, strike ‘‘or’’.
On page 376, line 2, strike the period and

insert ‘‘, or’’.
On page 376, between lines 2 and 3, insert:
‘‘(III) provides tax preparation assistance

and tax counseling assistance to low income
taxpayers, such as volunteer income tax as-
sistance programs.’’

On page 376, line 20, strike ‘‘and’’.
On page 376, line 25, strike the period and

insert ‘‘and’’.
On page 376, after line 25, insert:
‘‘(C) a volunteer income tax assistance pro-

gram which is described in section 501(c) and
exempt from tax under section 501(a) and
which provides tax preparation assistance
and tax counseling assistance to low income
taxpayers.’’

On page 377, line 9, strike ‘‘$3,000,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$6,000,000’’.

On page 377, line 11, after the end period,
insert ‘‘Not more than 7.5 percent of the
amount available shall be allocated to train-
ing and technical assistance programs.’’

On page 377, line 15, insert ‘‘, except that
larger grants may be made for training and
technical assistance programs’’ after
‘‘$100,000’’.

On page 378, line 16, insert ‘‘(other than a
clinic described in paragraph (2)(C))’’ after
‘‘clinic’’.

On page 396, strike lines 18 through 20, and
insert ‘‘Finance of the Senate. The report
shall include any recommendations—

(A) for reducing the complexity of the ad-
ministration of Federal tax laws, and

(B) for repeal or modification of any provi-
sion the Commissioner believes adds undue
and unnecessary complexity to the adminis-
tration of the Federal tax laws.

f

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs will meet
to conduct a hearing on Tuesday, May
12, 1998, at 9:30 a.m. on Indian gaming
focusing on lands taken into trust for
purposes of gaming. The hearing will
be held in room 106 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building.

f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be allowed to meet during the
session of the Senate on Thursday,
May 7, 1998 at 9:00 a.m. in SR–328A. The
purpose of this meeting will be to ex-
amine U.S. Agricultural Trade Policies
in preparation for the World Trade Or-
ganization talks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, be authorized
to hold an executive business meeting
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 7, 1998, at 10:00 a.m., off
the floor in the Mansfield room S–207,
of the Capitol Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, be authorized
to hold an executive business meeting
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 7, 1998, at 10:00 a.m., in
room 226 of the Senate Dirksen Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources
be authorized to meet for a hearing on
‘‘Teacher Education’’ during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, May 7,
1998, at 10:00 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, May 7, 1998 to
hold closed mark-up on the FY99 Intel-
ligence Authorization.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Avia-
tion Subcommittee of the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Thursday, May 7, 1998, at 2:15 pm on
Aviation Repair Station.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING OPPORTUNITY AND

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Housing Opportunity
and Community Development of the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 7, 1998, to conduct a
hearing on issues relating to the imple-
mentation of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development’s ‘‘HUD
2020 Management Reform Plan’’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC
POLICY, EXPORT AND TRADE PROMOTION

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and the
Subcommittee on International Eco-
nomic Policy, Export and Trade Pro-
motion of the Committee on Foreign
Relations be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
May 7, 1998, at 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to
hold hearings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, HISTORIC

PRESERVATION, AND RECREATION

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on National Parks, Historic
Preservation, and Recreation of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 7, for purposes of con-
ducting a subcommittee hearing which
is scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m. The
purpose of this hearing is to receive
testimony on titles VI, VII, VIII and XI
of S. 1693, the Vision 2020 National
Parks Restoration Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

DEDICATION OF THE GILBERT M.
GROSVENOR CENTER OF GEO-
GRAPHIC EDUCATION

∑ Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise today to bring to my colleagues’
attention the dedication of the Gilbert
M. Grosvenor Center of Geographic
Education at Southwest Texas State
University.

Located near the Texas Hill Country
in San Marcos, Texas, Southwest Texas
opened its doors 95 years ago to 330 stu-
dents. Today, Southwest Texas is a
major, innovative university with a
growing student population of over
21,000. During its history, Southwest
Texas graduates have distinguished
themselves in numerous career fields,
including research and teaching.
Today, Southwest Texas builds upon
this legacy of success and commitment
to higher education by dedicating the
new Grosvenor Center.

The university has distinguished
itself nationally in the area of geo-
graphic research and education. In
fact, Southwest Texas’s Department of
Geography and Planning has been rec-
ognized as the best undergraduate ge-
ography program in the nation by the
Journal of Geography, the Association
of American Geographers, and a na-
tional Program Effectiveness survey.
Southwest Texas has the largest geog-
raphy department in the country with
590 undergraduate and 165 graduate stu-
dents.

Southwest Texas is the home of the
Texas Alliance for Geographic Edu-
cation, which is one of the premier ge-
ography alliances in the nation, ac-
cording to the National Geographic So-
ciety. The Alliance has more than 5,000
teachers as members. It has sponsored
numerous geography institutes and
workshops for educators and has led ef-
forts to generate participation in Geog-
raphy Awareness Week. The Alliance is
a strong supporter of the Texas Geog-
raphy Bee, which is a statewide com-
petition for young people to test their
geographic knowledge before advancing
on to the national contest.

Not surprisingly, Southwest Texas
has chosen to name its new Center for
Geographic Education after Gil Gros-
venor, Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees of the National Geographic Society.
With this decision, Southwest Texas
salutes Mr. Grosvenor’s outstanding
leadership in the drive to improve edu-
cation in the field of geography. His
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pioneering work to advance Geography
Awareness Week, the Geography Bee,
and state geography alliances, has
dramatized the need for quality geog-
raphy education in America’s class-
rooms.

I want to commend Mr. Grosvenor for
his lifetime commitment to the ad-
vancement and dissemination of geo-
graphic knowledge and understanding.
Under the leadership of Gil Grosvenor,
National Geographic has done more to
make geography alive and interesting
than any other organization. We all
owe Mr. Grosvenor and the National
Geographic Society a huge debt of
gratitude for their tremendous con-
tributions over the years.

Mr. President, hundreds of
geographers from across the country
will converge on the Southwest Texas
campus today to inaugurate the new
Center. Lady Bird Johnson is also an
expected guest, along with elected offi-
cials and many alumni from the De-
partment of Geography and Planning.
In the evening, Mr. Grosvenor will
serve as a special guest at a dinner in
the ballroom of the LBJ Student Cen-
ter. On Friday, Mr. Grosvenor will have
the honor and distinction of delivering
the 1st Annual Grosvenor Lecture at
the Alkek Library Teaching Theater
on campus. Mr. Grosvenor is expected
to focus his address on the critical im-
portance of providing quality geog-
raphy education in America’s schools.

It is with great pleasure that I join in
the celebration of the dedication of
Southwest Texas’s new Grosvenor Cen-
ter. I congratulate all those involved in
making this effort a reality and ensur-
ing that geography education plays an
important and integral role in the
classrooms of today, as well as tomor-
row.∑

f

L.F. ‘‘TOW’’ DIEHM

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today and ask my colleagues to join me
in extending condolences to the family
and loved ones of one of New Mexico’s
most outstanding citizens, L.F. ‘‘Tow’’
Diehm, who died last week. Mr. Diehm
leaves a proud and indelible legacy for
his family, profession, and community.
He spent his professional life dedicated
to athletics in New Mexico, and while
he will be missed, his reputation will
live on.

Tow came to the University of New
Mexico in 1957 and held the job of ath-
letic trainer for 31 years. As friends
and family will attest, Tow was a man
who never forgot that the young stu-
dent athletes in his charge were people.
Throughout his 31 years, not a day
went by when Tow did not touch the
lives of the people around him. As a
gesture to Tow of respect and affection,
the University of New Mexico named
its new athletic complex after him
when it was completed in 1997. Indeed,
the honors that were bestowed on Tow
throughout his life were numerous: he
is a member of the University of New
Mexico Athletic Hall of Honor, the

Helms Trainers Hall of fame, and in
1980, he became the first person, who
was not an athlete or a coach, ever in-
ducted into the Albuquerque Hall of
Fame.

Whether generating funding for the
athletic department or acting as a con-
fidante to the many student athletes
he helped every day, Mr. Diehm did ev-
erything in his life, personal and pro-
fessional, with honor and integrity. His
influence on athletes, his colleagues
and friends, to say nothing of his fam-
ily, is immeasurable. The standard of
excellence that he embodied will live
on in each life that he touched.∑

f

DISABLED HIKERS FROM IDAHO
ATTEMPT MT. EVEREST CLIMB

∑ Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few minutes to share a
story about an extraordinary group of
Idahoans.

As I drove into work this morning,
my thoughts were with this group of
my constituents in Nepal, very far
away from home and even farther away
from Washington, D.C. These Idahoans
are attempting to climb Mt. Everest.
Only a handful of people have climbed
the mountain over the years and suc-
ceeded. Others have failed in their at-
tempt, but very few people have ever
tried to climb the mountain at all. It is
a challenge that could mean death at
every turn. For this group of Idahoans,
however, the climb means life around
every corner.

The climbers are all physically dis-
abled. These disabled trekkers are af-
filiated with the Cooperative Wilder-
ness Handicapped Outdoor Group at
Idaho State University, affectionately
known as HOGs. This group’s philoso-
phy is, ‘‘Hey, just because you’re dis-
abled, it doesn’t mean that your life is
over.’’ And they are proving exactly
that. The group’s journey is being doc-
umented on the internet, so that up-
dates on their progress can be found
frequently. On their website they
write, ‘‘Disabled people are ignored,
not really discriminated against, but
ignored. I’ve seen families where a rel-
ative is newly disabled and they didn’t
let him do anything. This at first is a
well-meaning attitude, but later it ef-
fectively takes a disabled person’s
power away to make choices. We’re
making a choice with this Everest
Trek. It’s going to be really hard, but
we are going to give it our best.’’

Disability comes in different forms
for the participants. Kyle Packer, an
Idaho State University student of the
year, has Cerebral Palsy. Isaac
Gayfield set many Idaho State Univer-
sity track records. He now has Degen-
erative Bone Disease. Tom McCurdy is
an Idaho State University student who
happens to be a paraplegic. Steve
DeRoche is a weight lifting coach and a
double amputee. Sheila Brashears lost
a leg to cancer. Carla Yustak, who has
Cerebral Palsy, is an Olympic trainee
for cycling when she isn’t climbing
mountains.

And then there is Tom Whittaker.
The founder of the CW–HOG organiza-
tion, Tom lost his foot in an auto-
mobile accident in 1979, shortly after
finishing his Masters degree at Idaho
State University. An avid outdoor ad-
venturer, Tom felt as if his life had
come to an end—but he overcame his
disability, and then some. Now a pro-
fessor of adventure education at Pres-
cott College in Arizona, Tom is poised
to become the first amputee to stand
on the summit of Everest. While the
rest of the team plans to end its jour-
ney upon reaching the base camp of the
summit, Tom will travel the final stage
to the peak as the sole disabled partici-
pant.

I want to personally congratulate
this group for their efforts so far. They
are expected to reach the base camp
today and Tom is set to reach the sum-
mit later this month. It is indeed a de-
fining moment for disabled people in
America and around the world.

Mr. President, let me share what was
written about Tom Whittaker in his
online profile: ‘‘* * * [he] reminds us,
when setbacks occur in our personal
and professional lives, it is not the fall-
ing down, but the getting back up that
matters. The essence, in the heart of
the American Dream, is not money,
status or power, but the freedom to
dream and the courage to embrace
those dreams—for all people. As a peo-
ple, we love to compete and we love to
win. But more than anything, Ameri-
cans applaud the grit and spirit it
takes to get back up and finish the
race.’’

In closing, I want to recognize their
spirit today. It is my hope that every-
one who hears their message might be
inspired to face and conquer their own
challenges, and by so doing, become
not only better persons but better
Americans.∑

f

NATO ENLARGEMENT

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, last
week, the Senate engaged in a particu-
larly important debate about the ex-
pansion of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

I particularly want to commend the
leadership and dedication of my col-
league from Oregon, Senator GORDON
SMITH. Senator SMITH managed this
important legislation on the floor with
great competence, and the people of
Oregon should be proud of how he han-
dled this difficult assignment. Despite
my colleague’s persuasive efforts, how-
ever, I have decided to oppose this trea-
ty.

Mr. President, a new era in world af-
fairs demands new forms of inter-
national cooperation. There is indeed a
clear and immediate imperative to
bring the new democracies of Eastern
Europe into the family of freedom-lov-
ing nations.

What is less clear is that the best
way to do this is through the new mili-
tary alliance proposed by this treaty.
My reservations about this treaty are
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